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Ford Powerstroke Superchips® 1700 MAX Tuner
Vehicle Programming Instructions

Before hooking up the MAX Tuner, make sure that all “power draining” accessories are turned off
before programming. Radio, lights, cell phones, etc., all need to be turned off as the MAX Tuner
needs full battery voltage to program. Do not leave the MAX Tuner connected and unattended for any
length of time to guard against battery voltage dropping below the required programming voltage. Do
not remove the programming cable during any programming sequence.

PLEASE READ THIS ENTIRE INSTRUCTION SHEET BEFORE YOU PROCEED

STANDARD PROGRAMMING
Use the “STANDARD” programming if towing over 4,000 Ibs.

OFF ROAD PROGRAMMING

The Superchips® “OFF ROAD"” program (higher output) is not designed for towing over 4,000
Ibs. If increased power is desired and you want to tow over 4,000 Ibs., modification to your
exhaust components and the installation of an EGT gauge is recommended to prevent potential
damage to your engine. On 1994 thru 1998 models an after-market down pipe is required to
run this program. Consult your diesel mechanic.

Figure 1
The Model 1700 MAX Tuner is fully CARB approved and conforms to emissions

standards set by the California Air Resource Board (CARB).

STOCK PROGRAM

If you need to return your vehicle to a service center, restore the vehicle program to its “STOCK” program as described
below. The service center might reprogram your vehicle with an updated ‘STOCK’ program without your knowledge. If your
vehicle has not been returned to its ‘STOCK’ program prior to service, the Superchips® MAX Tuner will no longer be able to
program your vehicle. Such a failure is not covered by the Superchips® warrantee.

IMPORTANT NOTE
Before starting to use the Superchips® MAX Tuner your vehicle computer MUST contain the manufacturer’s
stock factory program, not another aftermarket company’s custom program. If you have used a programmer
from another aftermarket company you must return your computer back to “stock” condition before
proceeding.

Connecting the Superchips® MAX Tuner to your vehicle

1. With the ignition switch in the OFF position, locate the diagnostic connector under
the dash near the steering wheel or under the glove box and connect the MAX
Tuner cable to the diagnostic connector. (See Figure 2)

2. When connected, the MAX Tuner will run a self-test. When the self-test is finished
the MAX Tuner will alternately display two messages.

“Begin with Ign.OFF Press>"

The MAX Tuner alternately displays:
“Turn Ignition ON “
“DO NOT START ENG”

. . Figure 2
Saving the stock program for the vehicle

The manufacturer’s “stock” program is first saved in the MAX Tuner to allow the
vehicle to be reprogrammed to “stock” condition if necessary.
1. After turning the ignition to the ON position, press the “>" key on the keypad. The MAX Tuner will beep and display
the message:
“ESTABLISHING COMMUNICATIONS”

2. Once the MAX Tuner has established communications, it will beep and display the message:
“TURN IGN OFF PRESS >"
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3. Turn the ignition to the OFF position and press the >’ key on the keypad. The MAX Tuner will beep and display the
message:
“INITIALIZATION PLEASE WAIT..."

4. After initialization is complete, the MAX Tuner will beep once and display the message:
“TURN IGNITION ON”"
“DO NOT CRANK ENGINE"

5. Turn the ignition to the ON position. The MAX Tuner will beep once and start saving your stock program. This will
take about two minutes. The MAX Tuner will display the following message:
“SAVING STOCK”

6. When finished, the MAX Tuner will beep once and display the message:
“STOCK SAVED!!”
“PRESS >"

Installing the Superchips® performance program
1. The MAX Tuner will display the message:
“INSTALL TUNING?”
“YES OR NO”

2. Pressthe 'YES' key to proceed with tuning. The MAX Tuner will beep once and display the message:
“TUNE USING OFF ROAD? then “YES or NO “

Press ‘NO’ to install Superchips “STANDARD” CARB Based Tuning.
Press ‘YES' to install Superchips “OFF ROAD” Tuning.

Important: The “STANDARD” tuning program should be selected when your vehicle is used for towing more than 4,000
Ibs. Enter ‘NO’ if you plan to be towing loads greater than 4,000 Ibs.

If the ‘YES’ key is pressed, the MAX Tuner beeps once and displays:
“TOWING A TRAILER?” then “YES OR NO *“

If the 'YES'’ key is pressed, the MAX Tuner beeps and displays:
“CAN'T TOW USING OFF ROAD TUNING” then “PRESS >’ TO CONTINUE...”

Press ">’ to restart tuning selection.

Programming Section

1. The MAX Tuner will beep ONCE and display the following message:
“ESTABLISHING COMMUNICATIONS”

2. Once the MAX Tuner has established communications, it will beep again and display the following message:
“TURN IGN OFF PRESS >"

3. Turn the ignition to the OFF position and press the >’ on the keypad. The MAX Tuner beeps once and displays the
following message:
“INITIALIZATION PLEASE WAIT...”

4. After initialization is complete, the MAX Tuner will beep again and display the message:
“TURN IGNITION ON” then “DO NOT CRANK ENGINE”

5. Turn the ignition to the ON position. The MAX Tuner will beep once and display the following messages:
“READY TO INSTALL"
“NEW TUNING”
“DO NOT TURN OFF IGNITION!”
“PRESS > TO CONTINUE..."

6. Press >. The MAX Tuner will beep once and erase the present program. The MAX Tuner will display the following
message:
“ERASING PRESENT PROGRAM”

7. After the program has been erased, the MAX Tuner will beep again and display the following message:
“INSTALL TUNING”

1790 East Airport Blvd.. Sanford, FL. 32773 Ph. 407-585-7000 Fax. 407-585-1900 www.superchips.com
Superchip® and Superchips® are registered trademarks of Superchips, Inc.




Page 3 of 4

Form 0018D 06/12/2002

Important!!
Do not interrupt the Micro Tuner programming cycle or disconnect it from your vehicle until the programming
cycle is complete. The entire programming cycle can take several minutes.

End of Programming Sequence

The programming sequence is now over. Once the programming sequence has been successfully accomplished on a
vehicle, the MAX Tuner becomes “LOCKED?” to that vehicle.

1. When the programming sequence is completed the MAX Tuner will display the following messages:
“TUNING INSTALLED
TURN IGNITION OFF  *
“REMOVE THE FORD  “
“MAX TUNER "

2. Turn the ignition OFF and remove the cable from the diagnostic port.
Return to Stock Sequence Section

The Return to Stock Sequence is used to reprogram a vehicle previously tuned with the Superchips® MAX Tuner with its
original stock tuning.

1. With the ignition switch in the OFF position, plug the MAX Tuner into the diagnostic port of the vehicle. The MAX
Tuner will display the following messages:

“VEHICLE PROGRAMMED”

Followed by the type of tuning... either
“STANDARD TUNING IS INSTALLED”
or

“OFF ROAD TUNING IS INSTALLED”
“CYCLE IGN OFF-ON”

“DO NOT START ENG”

Turn the ignition to the ON position. The MAX Tuner will display the following message:
“RETURN TO STOCK?" then “YES OR NO”

If ‘NO’ is pressed, the MAX Tuner will display the following message:
“INSTALL TUNING?” then “YES OR NO”

If “YES' is pressed you will be allowed to install the other Superchips performance program. The MAX Tuner will
return to the Installing the Superchips® performance program section above.

If ‘NO’ is pressed, the Superchips® MAX Tuner will go to the End Programming Sequence.

1. If you press ‘NO’ when the MAX Tuner displays the message:
“RETURN TO STOCK?” then “YES or NO *“

The MAX Tuner will go to the End Programming Sequence.

If the ‘Yes’ key is pressed the MAX Tuner beeps once and displays the following message:
“ ESTABLISHING *“
“COMMUNICATIONS..."

2. Once communications are established, the MAX Tuner beeps once and displays the following message:
“TURN IGNITION OFF”then  “PRESS >*

3. Turn the ignition OFF and press >', the MAX Tuner beeps once and displays the following message:
“INITIALIZATION...” then “PLEASE WAIT *“
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4. After initialization is complete the MAX Tuner beeps again and displays:
“TURN IGNITION ON “then “DO NOT CRANK ENGINE"

5. Turn the ignition ON. The MAX Tuner beeps once and toggles the following messages:
“READY TO RETURN
“TO STOCK... “ then “PRESS >TO”"
“CONTINUE... *“
6. Press the >’ key; the MAX Tuner beeps once and displays:
“ERASING PRESENT"
“PROGRAM... “

7. After the Erase function is complete, the MAX Tuner beeps once and the following message flashes:
“INSTALL TUNING *“
bk % % *”' o
8. Upon completion of tuning, the MAX Tuner signals the End of Programming Sequence. The MAX Tuner displays the
following 2 messages:
“TUNING INSTALLED”
“TURN IGNITION OFF *“
“REMOVE THE FORD”
“MAX TUNER... “

Turn the ignition OFF and remove the MAX Tuner cable.

No Start after Programming

In some vehicles equipped with the Passive Anti-Theft System or PATS, once the 1700 Unit begins saving the factory stock
program, the THEFT light begins blinking rapidly and may even blink in short and long pulses to alert the user to a problem.
Since the Superchips® Max Tuner is communicating directly with the PCM, no other devices may interrupt. As a result, the
PATS module flags this as an error/theft condition and goes into ‘THEFT' mode. After the 1700 has completed the
programming cycle, the PCM is still fully able to communicate and appears normal. The user will even see the well known,
“Wait To Start” light cycle. However, the vehicle may be in a No Start Condition and the THEFT light will be blinking rapidly.

Corrective Procedure

This procedure should recover the vehicle and allow it to be started. Therefore, it is recommended that the Max Tuner
programming cycle be completed prior to recovery. i.e. The user should allow the Max Tuner to upload the stock program
and they should select their choice of performance files and any user options, if available. Following instructions, they should
complete the programming process.

Once the vehicle has been programmed with the selected performance program complete the following steps to reset the
PATS THEFT condition if necessary:

Disconnect the Superchips® 1700 MAX Unit & Cable from vehicle computer interface connector.
THIS ENTIRE PROCEDURE IS CRITICAL: Ensure this procedure is started with KEYS COMPLETELY OUT OF IGNITION.

1) Ensure keys are OQUT OF IGNITION to begin.

2) Insert key into ignition.

3) Turn key to RUN, DO NOT START VEHICLE.

4) Tell customer to look at the Theft light on the dash.

5) They will notice the Theft Light will be blinking rapidly...approx 3 blinks per second (Indicates Theft).
6) After a time period of 30-45 Seconds (approx) the Theft Light will blink slowly and /or go out.

7) Now, turn the key to off and remove the key from the ignition. DO NOT TRY TO START VEHICLE.
8) Pause 10 seconds (with keys out of ignition).

9) Insert key into ignition.

10) Turn key to RUN, DO NOT START VEHICLE.

11) Tell customer to look at the Theft light on the dash.

12) They should notice the Theft Light will be blinking slowly...1 blink per second (normal mode).

13) After the Wait To Start light goes out, the customer can then crank and start the vehicle normally.

Error Notification

In the event the programming cycle is interrupted, the MAX Tuner is designed to recover automatically. Follow the on screen
prompts. If for any reason the MAX Tuner fails to complete its programming c%/cle, an error message will be displayed on the
unit. Please make note of the message displayed and contact SUPERCHIPS™ customer support. If you need assistance
please contact your local dealer or call Superchips® Customer Service at 407-585-7000 M-F 8:00 AM-5:00 PM. EST
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